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In 1585, envoys representing the first mission from Japan were received in audience by His Holiness the Pope,
and it is indeed a matter of joy for us that memories of that encounter are still cherished highly. This project
will serve as a superb occasion to amass a wealth of extant material dating from those days, and the
forthcoming publication will attest to the fact that inter-cultural exchange and inter-faith dialogue are always
feasible. This has been the case in the past, it is the case now, and it will be so in the years to come.

As His Holiness Pope Gregory XIII of that era welcomed and enhanced the four youths hailing from Japan,

may this book serve as a pathway to further enhancement through our mutual encounters with each other.

Francisco

Vatican
May 24, 2023
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